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n 1951, after 22 years of teaching music in the Antioch 
school system, Hans Von Holwede took on a second career. 
Along with his wife, Ruth, the couple opened the local retail 
outlet for Hammond Organ Studios. The following year 

they began construction on this home. The architectural style of 
the building had yet to acquire a name, but it was certainly the 
trendiest home being built in Elgin at the time. Local architect 
Richard Stromberg designed the home in the what is now known 
as the Midcentury Modern Style. In doing so, he was part of a 
movement that ushered in a new aesthetic for architecture in the 
post-World War II period. The Von Holwedes resided there until 
about 1960. 

The second owners were Cornell and Evelyn Imming. They 
stayed there much longer — more than 40 years! Businessman 
Cornell Imming was well known in local circles. One of his 
ventures included being a founder of Lincoln State Bank, now 
known as the Elgin State Bank. The Diaz family were the next set 
of owners. Ross and Caitlin Bacon, the current owners, acquired 
the house in mid-2017. Their discovery and enchantment with the 
building is a commonly told tale for old house admirers. 

The Bacons were newlyweds in 2015 when they rented a condo in 
Elgin at the Shoe Factory Lofts. Ross grew up in Rolling Meadows 
and Caitlin in Palatine, with both having stints of living in Chicago 
before being married. They were largely unfamiliar with Elgin. 

As they strolled the area near the lofts, they heard there was “a 
really cool neighborhood nearby.” Before long they discovered 
it, as well as the fact that they were expecting a baby. These 
developments soon led them to house shopping. 

This house was the first one they looked at, and they were 
“wowed” by it. Caitlin says, “I had never been in a house like it 
before.” Each turn of a corner revealed something new, different 
and exciting. While they looked at other homes in their search, 
their interest kept coming back to this one. The seemingly 
inevitable soon came to pass, and they purchased 905 Brook 
Street. The appealing spaciousness of the home was made even 
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architectural notes
This home is an excellent example of a mid-century modern style 

ranch. It has a cross hipped roof form which makes up about 40% 

of one-story ranch homes in the country. Ranch homes typically 

include a strong horizontal emphasis, broad overhanging eaves, 

grouped windows and a low and wide chimney, all of which can be 

seen on this home. This home is also clad in Lannon Limestone. 

The quarry being located in Lannon, Wisconsin where it still 

operates today. Another favorite elaboration of this style includes 

the integrated planters that can be found at the entrance and at 

the corners of the home.

more evident due to the very 
large and abundant windows, 
high ceilings and rambling layout. 
The patio and yard added to the 
attractiveness. The setting in an 
established neighborhood, with 
mature trees and homes with 
a variety of architectural styles 
added to the allure. Plus, there 
was the friendly and welcoming 
community of new neighbors. 

The location was perfect for 
Ross, whose employer is based in 
Dundee. It is also convenient for 
the traveling he often does setting up job fairs. Caitlin is employed 
as a trainer working with corporate human relations departments. 
She frequently works from their home which gives her room to 
do so. An added benefit is that her in-home child care worker can 
be in another part of the home, allowing Caitlin to be close by the 
baby, but not distracted. 

The Bacons are taking time to get to know the house and 
its distinctive style motifs, before deciding how to fill it with 
furniture and carry out the updates needed to give the home 
another half-century of distinction. The house is an expertly 
crafted example of architecture at a period of stylistic transition. 
Its Midcentury Modern style is one of the neighborhood’s most 
unusual gems. “I adore this house,” Caitlin says, “It’s so cool.”  
The Bacons say they have found Elgin to be a surprising place— 
a city in the suburbs.    
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