
826 Douglas Avenue

r
^ ^^ometimes a house can take you on

a journey, not merely a journey that
involves travel but also one of discovery,
learning and lifestyle. This is what happened
to John and Karen Becker.

The story of 826 Douglas begins long before
the Beckers were born. In 1906, Dr. Thomas
E. Macauley and his wife, Amanda, contracted
with noted Elgin architect David Postle to
design this home. Postle created what
appears from the exterior to be a large Dutch

Dr. Thomas & Amanda Macauley House
Built in 1906 - Dutch Colonial Revival

Colonial Revival-style home. On the inside he
lavished it with trim and built-in features from
the Arts and Crafts movement.

The Macauleys passed the house onto drug-
gist C. F. William Schultz and family in about
1917. Two other families followed in the chain
of ownership. John and Karen Becker were
still dating when they first saw the house for
sale in 1979. It intrigued them so much they
discussed buying it, even though they had not
yet talked about getting married. However, the



house was sold before they
could act on it. The couple did
get married. In 1982, they list-
ed their condo for sale in
preparation for buying a larger
home. That same day, this
house went on the market
again and the realtor listing
the property remembered the
Beckers. This time 826
Douglas Avenue would be
theirs.

The Beckers were attracted to
the neighborhood, with its
mature trees, distinguished
homes and reasonable prices.
Their plan was to spruce up
the house, which was looking
a little threadbare and dated
in its decorating. But, as they
began to live in the house and
work on it, a series of discov-
eries took place. The pocket
doors were pulled from their
hiding places in the walls.
Paint was stripped from the
woodwork uncovering beauti-
ful quarter-sawn oak. The
more closely the Beckers
looked, the more they became
aware of the influences from
the Arts and Crafts movement
and Prairie style architecture.
The couple began to educate
themselves on these styles
and to acquire furnishings that
complemented the house.
Instead of merely updating the
decorating, a restoration
began. Slowly and painstak-
ingly they tackled one room at
a time. Some projects, like the
front hallway, took more than
a year to complete. But as the
house revealed itself to them,
it took them to places they
had never imagined going.
What you'll get to see is the
end product of more than two
decades of loving care. It's a

shame that architect David
Postle was not able to accom-
pany us on the tour.

Karen is a social worker help-
ing cancer patients. John is
semi-retired. One of John's
interests in life is the surprise
feature of this year's tour. It
can be found on the third floor
of the house. Don't miss it.

Architectural Information

Dutch Colonial Revival style
reached its peak of popularity
around 1900-1910. Homes in
Dutch Colonial Revival, like all
the revival styles, tend to be
larger and more elaborate
than their original counter-
parts and incorporate ele-
ments from many other styles.
This home is a good example.
The gambrel roofs along with
the full width front porch and
the balustrade above it define
the overall shape and style of
the building. The exterior
detailing is more complex than
typically seen on the original
Dutch Colonials. The interior
trim and furnishings are repre-
sentative of the Arts and
Crafts movement, which flour-
ished from the late 1890s
through the 1920s. Arts and
Crafts celebrated the natural
beauty of wood and other
materials. Emphasis was
placed on designs with clean,
simple lines, using precise
joinery and well-executed
details. It showcased the
craftsmanship of the worker
and was a reaction against
industrialization. The move-
ment was a departure from
Victorian styles with their typi-
cally elaborate patterns and
fussy ornamentation. The Arts

and Crafts movement lent
itself well to Prairie style
architecture and is commonly
associated with both
Bungalows and American
Foursquare houses.

David Postle also designed
the Dutch Colonial Revival
style house next door at 832
Douglas Avenue. His use of
the Mission Style can be seen
at 838 Douglas Avenue. Two
of his Prairie style homes are
nearby at 850 and 900
Douglas, the latter of which is
on this year's tour. In addition,
four more homes at 413, 706,
714 and 716 Douglas are
attributed, but not confirmed,
to be his work, as are two
more homes on Spring Street.
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