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he (st Elgin High,
Known as “Old Brick”

was localed at Kimball
and Center Streets. In 1882, when over-

crowding became a problem, Elgin voters
approved a 810,000 bond issue to be used
tor a construction of new buildings. A\ site
on DuPage Street near Chapel was chosen
for construction of the new high school.

And so 1t was that the second building
occupicd by Elgm Theh School was built
in 1881 The property was purchased lor
53,000, and the buildmg was cerected at a
cost of 829,950, It was considered, “One
ol the finest buildings of the kind in the
northwest” and had a scating capacity of
150,

However, student enrolliment grew at a
tremendous rate, and within 20 vears’
time, more space was needed. In 1909-06
an cast wing was completed. The original
building was then razed, and a new west
wing crected m 1910-1911, The central
section (main entrance and auditorium)
was the last section to be completed. The
architect was David Postle. The little hat
box gvm on the third oor was “home” to
the 192 Fand 1925 state basketball champi-
ons.

The Chapel Street wing extending out to
Last Chicago St. and the gymmasium
extending along DuPage to Giflord Street
were added m 1988, and the Flein Tigh

Maroous were undefeated in 1938-"39 and
1939-210, thew Orst two seasons in the new
SVINASILNL.

Admmistrative offices for the distiict were
located my the Chapel Street wing until
1919, when thev were moved to a house
on the corner of Gillord and EFast Chicago
Street.

Elem High is one ol the ten oldest, contin-

uously operating public high schools in

Hinots. ¥We have an impressive List of

[amous graduates:

° Max Adler, donator of Chicago’s Adler
Planctarum

e Fred Adams, designer of America’s first
streamlimed train

e James Roche, President ol General
Motors

e John Teets, President of Grevhound
Corporation.

* Tom Shales, a nationally syndicated tele-
vision critic & Pulitzer Prize winner

e Paul Flory, a recipient of the Nobel
Prize m chemistry.

e UL Lllis and T, .\ Larsen, alter
whom the two cast side nuddle schools are
named, were long time faculty members in
this old building,.

This former EFS buillding was vacated by
the Tligh School in 19792, when the new
building opencd on Maroon Drive.

Old Elgin High is where Flgm Community
College got its start, operating out of the
Chapel Street wing. In 1969-70, they
opened then maim campus on Spartan
Drive, and m 1983, they added a down-
town extension i the old Swan
Department Store on Spring Strect.

Today's House Tour registration is being
held inthe old Elgin Tigh gymmasiun.
You may also walk upstairs and a watch
live broadceast from WEPS, the oldest non-
commercial educational radio station in
IHinors, which will be 50 vears old on

January 13, 2000, Tt will be an *All House

Tour, All Weekend” radio broadeast.

Walk up another [light, and vou can cross
over to the old section of the building,
where there are omate display cases of
mterest, outside the librarv.  Be sure to
check out the ortginal library doors -
they'll be closed for easy viewing, and
theyre splendid.

Andif vou want, vou can peck inside b
Community Theater plavers rebend
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Be sure to now e ol -

upcoming performance ot -
Bovitiend.”

estry hanging over the audin o siace.

Special thanks 1o 1O, “3ike ™ Al [or Dhistorical

mformation on Flein Thgh.
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