
his house shares something with
at least two of the other houses
on this year’s historic house tour:
its architectural style and the

prominent Elgin employer of at least one of
its residents.

The house was constructed in the late 1930s
by builder Henry Wilkerson. Its first owners to
appear in the Elgin City Directory were August
and Hannah Hameister, in 1940.

August was a production manager for the
David C. Cook Publishing Co., and the
home was a typical residence of a mid-level
manager at the time. His employer printed
Sunday school materials and was based on
nearby Grove Avenue. Many Cook employ-
ees built houses in the neighborhood. Cook
lent its name to Elgin’s newest historic dis-
trict, the D.C. Cook/Lovell Historic
District, which includes 937 Brook. Current
homeowner Don Souder was one of four
individuals who nominated the area as a his-
toric district, and he and the others received a Mayor’s
Award for Preservation for their efforts in 2007.

In the mid-1940s, Marshall and Aly Silbert purchased
the home. Marshall’s business was in another field impor-
tant to Elgin: watches. His company, M.J. Silbert and Co.,
was on Dundee Avenue and made and refinished watch
dials and vibrating hairsprings. Homemaker Aly had a rep-
utation as an accomplished baker. The Silberts lived at
937 Brook at least until the early 1960s, and also built the
mid-century home next door to the north.

Robert and Stephanie Schumacher bought the house in
about 1975 and built the great-room addition on the
home’s south side. Robert was a vice president for R.C.
Hachette & Associates, an insurance company. 

Michael and Sharon Babb purchased the home in 1991.
They appreciated its room for entertaining and parties;
friends of theirs were married in the addition, and 45
guests attended the wedding. 

Don and Jennifer Souder bought the house from the
Babbs in May 1997. They previously lived in St. Charles,
having moved to the Chicago area for their jobs. They
met as students at Rochester (N.Y.) Institute of
Technology where each received a master’s degree. Don
owns a boutique consulting business, Fairlead Consulting.
Jennifer is a consultant in instructional technology and
human resources development with UnitedHealth Group.

Jennifer grew up in northern Michigan and Don in

Schenectady, N.Y. Neither grew up in an old house, but
admired 937 Brook’s clean, simple lines and craftsmanship,
and its quiet, friendly neighborhood. Jennifer grew up in a
one-story house and wanted a home in which she could “go
upstairs to bed.” They value having a formal dining room
and enjoy hosting family and other gatherings there.

The Souders have done a lot of work on their home:
renovating the plumbing, mechanical and electrical sys-
tems, putting on a new roof and expanding the garden.

The Souders are both musicians. Don plays the guitar
and other stringed instruments. Jennifer plays the French
horn. She is in the Fox Valley Concert Band, and is also its
president. Both Souders serve on the Elgin Symphony
Orchestra Board of Trustees. The couple also enjoys
canoeing and kayaking on the Fox River.

Architectural Notes
This home is a good example of a modestly sized

Colonial Revival style house from the 1920s and 1930s.
Both this house and 1011 N. Spring St. share this archi-
tectural style. 

In the 1970s, 937 Brook received an addition, a popular
way to expand homes of this size at this time. These addi-
tions gave the existing homes a larger, more casual living
space, often with vaulted ceilings, at least one brick or
stone interior wall and a fireplace. Typical of the ‘70s
addition is this home’s exterior cut-stone cladding, which
blends well with the original structure’s red bricks.
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