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larence E. Chapell and his
wife. Emma, had this home constructed
in 1909. It was purchased in about 1920
by banker Benjamin Getzelman, who
along \vith his wife, Jennie, and their
daughter, Eunice, resided in the home for
over 42 years. Other notable owners
included Larkin High School principal
Paul Green and his \\ife, Man: The
Greens spent about 35 years in the
house.

Current owners Devon and Larry Polly
purchased the house in 2001. They were
no strangers to it, having lived just up the
block for the prior 17 years. At the time
of the purchase, the Pollys were contem-
plating another move. They had just set-
tled on a design and had blueprints
drawn for a new home to be located near
Burlington, Illinois, but things took an
abrupt change of course. Larry learned
that this house was soon to be available.
He had long admired the house while
walking by. Now he had a chance to see
it inside and out. While the landscaping
at 900 W. Highland had become over-
grown and the kitchen and baths were
outdated, the rest of the house was too
appealing to pass up.

The couple had renovated two prior
residences and were seasoned old house
enthusiasts. Their last house was featured
on the 1994 Historic House Tour. Devon
redesigned the kitchen of 900 W.
Highland with careful attention to
details. The cabinetry, hardware and trim
are sensitive to the original. Being ecolog-
ically friendly played a role in the selec-
tion of materials, including the use of
recycled pine for some of the trim. The
finished design merged current technolo-
gy and lifestyles \vith this historic home.

Architectural Information
This American Foursquare is an excel-

lent example of an architectural style
which immediately followed the
Victorian era. The house features the
simplified shape and relatively
unadorned facades that came into fash-
ion as a reaction to Victorian excess. Not
entirely rejecting the past, the Foursquare
retained the Victorian love for the front
porch and some decorative elements such
as stained glass. Typical to the style, the
house has a square or rectangular foot-
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print, two stories, a low-pitched hipped
roof and broad, overhanging eaves.

The term Foursquare is relatively new.
having only come into the architectural
lexicon in the last quarter century, even
though the style originated about one
hundred years ago. When built these
houses were often described in magazines
as "modern," "suburban." or "practical."

Foursquares were relatively economical
to build and enclosed a large volume of
interior space for the amount of materi-
als used. Most are wood-framed and clad
in clapboards, shingles or stucco. This
house, however, has several upgrades,
such as the brick construction, a sleeping
porch and the lavish interior trim.

The interior of 900 W. Highland is
Prairie style, which was the hottest new-
look at the time the house was construct-
ed. The horizontal banding, newel posts,
trim and other accents, plus the stained
glass windows with their rectilinear
designs are prominent features of Prairie
style. Early twentieth century homes
often borrowed stylistic themes from
other contemporary motifs. Foursquare

homes are often trimmed out in Prairie-
style or Craftsman-style details, thus blur-
ring the distinction between some of the
examples.

This house was designed by Elgin
architect George E. Morris. Some of his
other noteworthy buildings include the
Elks Club, the Larkin Home, The Wait-
Ross-AUanson funeral home, various
additions to the Elgin National Watch
Company factory, and several residences.
He was also the architect for several area
school buildings and additions. Morris
practiced in Elgin from 1900 until his
death in 1941.


