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832 Douglas Avenue

N
estled along the northern half of the Spring-Douglas 
Historic District sits 832 Douglas, a beautiful example 
of a side-gabled, gambrel-roof house in the shingle 
style, effortlessly welcoming you inside with its full-

width fieldstone porch. Built in 1906 at the cost of $4,200, this 
Postle & Mahler-designed home was constructed by another 
well-known contractor, Henry Jensen. Now owned by Darlene 
Hulin, this home was originally commissioned by Thomas Huntley, 
a prominent Elgin attorney who practiced law in partnership with 
Frank W. Shepherd in Suite 25 of the YMCA building in downtown 
Elgin. 

At the turn of the 19th century, Shingle-Style homes were rather 
popular, taking many stylistic notes from their Victorian-era 
cousin, the Queen Anne. What separates this home from others of 
the style and from a similar era are its gambrel roof and fieldstone 
porch and foundation. There are also a number of Colonial Revival 
elements to the home as well, including the round porch columns, 
the half-moon windows on the south and north elevation, and the 
gabled dormers on the east elevation. The dormer windows seen 
here are a frequent touch done by David Postle, one of Elgin’s 
prominent architects in the early 1900s. Similar dormers can be 
seen on homes like 826 Douglas, built the same year, which is also 
a Postle design.
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While this 102-year old home has seen a few different owners 
over the years, two owners have occupied it for the majority of its 
existence: the Huntley family and present owner, Darlene Hulin. 
Thomas S. Huntley and his wife, Gertrude, lived in the home 
together from when it was constructed until 1924, when Thomas 
passed away.  After Thomas’ death, Gertrude and her children 
then owned the home until 1971. 

In 1972, Ingrid and Thomas Rowe purchased the house. Rowe, 
a pilot for United Airlines, sold the house to Douglas and Linda 
Ferguson in 1975. Glenn Gullickson, an employee at J. C. Penney 
bought the house in 1978, and stayed there until Darlene 
purchased the home in 1986.

When Darlene first toured the home, she was struck by the 
bright-orange shag carpeting that was used throughout. There 
was also orange-and-avocado striped wallpaper in the dining and 
living rooms. At the time, she owned another historic Queen Anne 
home in Elgin along Jefferson Avenue, and had always thought 
how wonderful it would be to live in the beautiful Douglas Avenue 
neighborhood. Particularly drawn to the fieldstone foundation 
and fireplace, she bought the home and began painting over the 
wallpaper and making changes to make the home hers. Over the 
years, she has redone the kitchen, attic suite and breakfast room 
as well as the adding a backyard pool area.

As you move up the stairs from the first floor, be sure to look 
up and take in the ceiling window on the second floor, called 
“borrowed light”. This was added so the light from the skylight 
on the roof, which is original to the home, can filter down to the 
lower levels. One way we know the skylight, typical of Postle 
designs, is original is through floor-plan drawings of Jensen’s from 
his “estimate books” which are held at the Elgin History Museum. 
These books help us know what historic homes looked like 

when they were first built, amid any 
changes that have happened over 
the years. Darlene holds the original 
blueprints for this house, which will 
be on view in her office.

Changes to 832 Douglas include a 
1913 two-story sun porch addition, 
not visible from the front façade. 

While there have been changes over 
the years, Darlene has taken great 
care with her beautiful historic house 
and is happy to welcome you for this 
year’s house tour.

Calling 832 Douglas her home for the last 32 years, she’s grateful 
for the sense of community that comes with living here, both 
among her neighbors and in the neighborhood.
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architectural notes
832 Douglas Avenue was designed by the noted Elgin architectural 

fi rm of Postle and Mahler and was built by Elgin’s best-known 

builder of the time, Henry Jensen. The primary style of this 

house is Colonial Revival – Gambrel Roof subtype which enjoyed 

popularity from 1880 until 1955. The style derives from homes 

built by settlers from the Netherlands. Only about 10 percent of 

Colonial Revival homes display the gambrel roof. The prominent 

gables on this home are reminiscent of the large Victorian Shingle 

style homes with gambrel roofs, however, the symmetry of the 

design is more typical of Colonial homes. Other Colonial Revival 

details found on this home include the half round porch columns, 

the half-moon window on the south elevation, the many-paned 

front gable windows and the gabled dormers on the east of which 

were often used by the architect, David Postle in his designs. 
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