
37th Annual Historic Elgin House Tour

T
he first owner of 802 Douglas Avenue, August Scheele, 
was an immigrant success story. He worked his way up 
from farm laborer to own Scheele’s, one of the largest, 
most popular Elgin grocery stores. In 1894 Scheele 

hired prominent Elgin architecture firm Turnbull & Postle to 
design the $5,000 house.

Scheele was born in Germany in 1859 and immigrated to Elgin at 
age 13. In 1878 he began working for Grote & Ettner. In 1885 he 
and a partner, whom he soon bought out, acquired G&E’s grocery 
department. In 1903 Scheele’s moved to the Scheele Building, at 
Douglas Avenue and Division Street.

Scheele and wife Martha had four sons, three of whom followed 
him into the business. They first drove Scheele’s trucks, delivering 
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The biggest project was restoring the front and side porches. The 
kitchen also had granite countertops added. There was “lots of 
gardening, and lots of paint” too, says Heidi.

She is a floral designer and especially loves the home’s garden and 
sunroom. Heidi brings as much of her garden into the sunroom 
as possible in winter, including hibiscus, geraniums and other 
tropical plants. She also loves the turret rooms’ multiple views.

Heidi describes her home as having a “protective” quality. She 
values the neighborhood and her “awesome” neighbors. She 
enjoys sitting on the porch and “watching the world go by.” Heidi 
thinks about the home’s residents 100 years earlier and feels a 
real connection.

customers’ groceries. The store slogan was “The Most Complete 
and Sanitary Grocery Store in the Middle West.” 

Scheele sold the business in 1936. Business faltered during the 
Depression, but the new owners kept Scheele’s going until 1944.

Fred Ackemann and wife Christie bought 802 Douglas from the 
Scheeles in 1903. The Ackemanns and their five children lived 
there until 1934. Fred and his brothers immigrated to Elgin 
from Germany in 1887 and started a business in 1892. Fred 
also worked for Grote & Ettner. They bought G&E’s drygoods 
business in 1895 and constructed the Ackemann Bros. building 
on Highland Avenue in Elgin. The department store was an Elgin 
mainstay, eventually becoming a furniture store. It closed in 1993.

More families came and went. Ralph and Frieda Kluender lived 
at 802 Douglas from 1946 to 1979. Ralph was employed by 
Illinois Watch Case Co., and Frieda by the Elgin Mental Health 
Center. Daughters Eleanor and Ruth worked for the major town 
employer, Elgin National Watch Co.

William Chesbrough, a teacher at Elgin High School, boarded at 
the Kluender home and eventually married Eleanor Kluender. 
The Chesbroughs and Kluenders lived at 802 Douglas from 1962 
to 1974. William was the EHS boys’ basketball coach from 1950 to 
1985, and eventually the school athletic director.

Heidi Schroeder and her late husband, Michael, 
bought 802 Douglas in November 2008. They 
lived nearby and often walked their dog past 
this house. They “fell in love with it,” says 
Heidi. The couple moved to Elgin 25 years ago 
and Heidi describes it being like “moving to the 
country!”

Before moving to their 1929 Tudor-style home 
in Elgin, neither Michael nor Heidi had lived 
in an old house. Heidi grew up in Chicago, 
and Michael in Park Ridge. They found the 
“historical” house of their dreams in Elgin and 
became Historic Elgin House Tour regulars 
right away. The tours spurred on their love of 
old houses and made the couple much more 
knowledgeable about them.

They moved in just before Christmas. Mike 
loved Christmas and always wanted a big 
Christmas tree, she says, and they put a 
10-footer in the turret in the home’s first floor 
parlor that year.
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802 Douglas Avenue
architectural notes
802 Douglas Avenue is an asymmetrical, three-story home typifies 

the late Queen Anne/High Victorian style. This building has 

visually contrasting elements including its prominent southern and 

eastern gables that hug the three-story tower and curved porch. 

Primarily reflective of late Queen Anne architecture is the use of 

clapboard siding on the first floor and shingles on the second floor. 

Details on this home include Ionic capitals, a Palladian window at 

the south elevation and noteworthy curved glass windows on all 

three floors of the tower.
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