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A
s the city of  Elgin grew westward, some of  its 
prosperous families began building impressive homes 
along Highland Avenue, including this one at 770 
West Highland Avenue. Among them was Finla 

McClure, an early Elginite. 

He and his parents came to the area in 1846 to farm. They built 
the farmhouse at 272 McClure Avenue that’s also on the tour this 
year. Finla lived there after his parents’ deaths, and during his 
marriages and children’s births. 

Finla’s dairy farm surrounded the farmhouse. After years of  
business success, he built 770 W. Highland Ave. in 1890-91 and 
chose noted Elgin architect W.W. Abell to design his new home 
with the utmost in modern comforts. Fannie died in 1892, only 
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living in the new home for about a year. Finla 
died in 1900. Read more about him in the 
essay about 272 McClure Ave. on page 8.

In 1900, Willis and Etta Black bought 
the house. Willis was a prominent Elgin 
businessman. He was publisher of  the Elgin 
Daily News and president of  the Elgin’s First 
National Bank. The McClures and Blacks both 
had a summer house in Lake Geneva, Wis.

The Blacks made some renovations to 
their home under Abell’s guidance. They 
entertained often and were known for their 
hospitality. The couple had a son, Lyman, and 
a daughter, Mareta. They traveled extensively, 
even making a trip around the world in 1910. 
Willis died in 1916. 

Mareta Black married William McCredie, 
co-owner of  Howell Manufacturing Co. The 
McCredies lived in the house with Etta and 
remained after her death. The couple raised 
two sons there. Mareta was a member of  
the First Congregational Church, Sherman 
Hospital Auxiliary and Elgin Garden Club. 

After Mareta’s death in 1976 and William’s 
in 1981, the home passed through two sets of  
owners between 1986 and 2002.

Glen and Susan Holland saw their future 
home by chance online — in an eBay listing. 
They lived in a Chicago brownstone then, 
showing they appreciated old dwellings. Susan 
is originally from Illinois and Glen from 
Michigan. They drove to Elgin to see 770 
W. Highland Ave., and “that drive changed 
our lives,” says Susan.

Glen, a CPA and technology 
implementation expert, and Susan, a 
vice president of  business development 
in the medical device industry, had Tom 
Krebsbach of  Vintage Home Realty 
show them the house. Its mantels, leaded 
windows and original inlaid floors made 
the decision easy, and they also loved the 
parklike yard. The Hollands are only the 
home’s fifth owners.

After buying the house in August 2003 and 
moving in shortly thereafter, the couple began 
major renovations, including replacing the 
roofs on all structures – the property also 
includes a coach house. They added a new 
heating system, painted the home’s exterior 
and interior, and made other structural 
improvements. 

Combining old-house charm and modern 
convenience, the Hollands renovated the 
kitchen and basement completely and added 
a second-floor laundry room. The new 
kitchen has an island and an eat-in area. 
The basement now has an office, den and 
full bath. The seven bathrooms have all been 
updated. All renovations has been sensitively 
done, using fixtures, cabinetry and hardware 
with traditional lines. Glen and Susan point 
out the first floor’s open floor plan was 
original, but is popular in new houses, too. 

The Hollands have done considerable 
landscaping, including moving the earlier 
owners’ peonies, which had gone almost 
dormant due to lack of  sun. Susan says, 
“The peonies are once again pride of  the 
neighborhood.” One unforeseen expense  
has been tree maintenance and replacement. 
A microburst a few years back brought trees 
down, and the Hollands’ goal is to replace 
every tree lost with two new ones.

The couple is attracted to the “diversity and 
promise of  Elgin,” says Susan. The 
Hollands enjoy the Fourth of  July 
Parade and the Fox Trot, and love the 
“awesome” public library. They love 
having friends in the city and continuing 
relationships with business owners. 

Since moving in, the couple started a 
family, which now includes Maxwell, 
12, and Sophie, 9. Future plans for 
the house include continuing “to 
raise a great family and contribute to 
our community,” Glen says. Of  their 
home, Glen says, “It is a labor of  
love to preserve this history for future 
generations.”
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THE SHinglE STylE was thought 
of highly in Elgin, as it was considered 
a design for the wealthier citizens. As 
noted by the Elgin Daily Courier on 
Dec. 13, 1890, “[770 W. Highland] 
is of most attractive design and 
instead of siding it is covered entirely 
with cedar shingles.” The Shingle 
Style is considered a combination 
of several characteristics found in 
other architectural styles, including 
the Queen Anne, Richardsonian 
Romanesque and Colonial Revival 
styles. Of the five principal subtypes 
of the Shingle Style, 770 W. Highland 
Ave. is classified as the hipped roof 
with cross gables subtype, which makes 
up about 15% of Shin gle-Style houses. 

This home is a three-storied structure 
that is set far back on the lot and 
placed on a prominent corner on one 
of the west side’s major thoroughfares, 
Highland Avenue. 

Indicative of the style and the name, 
the home is clad in shingles with no 
corner boards. It has a steeply pitched, 
hipped roof with lower cross gables, 
and it is accented by brick and stone 
chimneys. The first floor is dominated 
by its expansive wraparound porch, 
with a granite balustrade exhibiting 
Romanesque arches, tapered columns 
and dentils that follow the box beam. 
The first floor also contains a porte 
cochere that carries the same details 
found on the front porch. The second 

floor has projecting front gables 
accented with a flared bell skirt and 
simplistic window surrounds, and is 
then topped with a frieze board and 
dentils that wrap around the entire 
home. The third floor is dominated by 
its roof, however; the gables feature 
a pent roof enclosing the gable, with 
accented windows in each. One of the 
most noteworthy features of this home 
is the polygonal three-story tower at 
the southeast corner of the house. The 
tower features an ornate curved frieze 
that separates the second floor and the 
third floor of the tower. It is topped with 
paired brackets, a flared witch’s cap 
and a metal finial on the roof.

Architectural Notes
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