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rominent names and busi-
nesses in Elgin history come together at
this house.

The Wolff family was among the early
settlers of Elgin's west side. Charles
Wolff, the family patriarch, had business
dealings \\ith his neighbor. Finla
McClure, a prominent Elgin business-
man. A large piece of land, running
north from Highland Avenue along
McClure Avenue across from Finla
McClure's property was purchased by
Charles Wolff and his wife, Dorothea, in
1890.

In 1900, Charles Wolff warranted the
lot on the northeast corner of West
Highland and McClure avenues to his
son, William C. Wolff, who grew up at
223 McClure Ave., just north of this
house. The Elgin Daily Courier of Dec.
21, 1906, published a list of building per-
mits issued in that year. Permits were
issued to Charles Wolff for two houses,
one on McClure Avenue and one on
Highland Avenue.

The house at 754 W. Highland cost
$3,800 and probably was a wedding gift
to newly married son William and his
wife, the former Lydia Baer. A descrip-
tion of William and Lydia Wolff "s wed-
ding appeared in the Elgin Daily News.
Jan. 24, 1907, and said the couple went
to their new home on Highland Avenue
the pre\ious evening and would begin
housekeeping at once. William Wolff is
listed as the owner of the house for the
first time in the 1907-08 edition of the
Elgin City Directory.

William Wolff had begun working at
the Elgin National Watch Co. in 1897,
and was employed there as an inspector
until he retired in December 1943 with a
disability pension. He died in September
1951. William and Lydia's daughter,
Dorothea Gieseke, inherited the house
from her mothers estate in 1994.
Dorothy Gieseke, who was a bookkeeper
at the Elgin Country Club, lived at 754
W. Highland until she sold it in 2001.

Marge Coleman, an information tech-
nology consultant, is the current owner
of 754 W. Highland. She bought her
home in April 2004 because she liked its
solid construction and the surrounding
neighborhood.

Charles & Dorothea Wolff
House

754 West Highland Avenue
Dutch Colonial Revival Style

Architectural Information
Cambrel roofs are economical in terms

of building materials since the roof forms
a portion of the side wall of the house.
This economy creates both problems and
opportunities for the architect, especially
when the roof has a cross-gable arrange-
ment, as is the case with this home and
the other Dutch Colonial on this year's
Historic House Tour. It is hard to get a
second floor room with four perfectly
vertical and square walls. The slope of
the roof is sometimes hidden in closet
spaces, while at other times it is e\ident
in the room itself. Windows in each room
are usually only on one wall, gi\ing the
room an almost bay-like feel. The loss of
vertical walls and windows, however, cre-
ates an opportunity for interesting and
cozy spaces.

Dutch Colonial Revival homes often
differed from the original Dutch
Colonials in ways that are evident on this
home. The original homes seldom had
their front entrance on the gabled side of
the building. Rather, they were located

on the long side of the house. However,
early 20th-century cits' lots were usually
narrower facing the street, hence the
main entry was moved to the narrow side
of the house in the Dutch Colonial
Re\ival style.

Another variation was the full-width
front porch. The originals typically had
no porch, or just a small covered stoop.
The full-width porch, a popular feature
of Victorian architecture, was carried
over into Dutch Colonial Revival style.


