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This Queen Anne-style home has had comparatively 
few owners, illustrating how some families put 
down deep roots when a house feels like home. 

It was built for John and Jennie Fleming in 1891 on land 
that was part of Lovell’s Subdivision, but the Flemings 
didn’t stay long. After one or two intervening owners, 
William and Mary Jane McCredie bought the house in 
1900 and raised three children there. They and their 
descendants owned 722 for the next 98 years.

William, a Scottish immigrant, owned a creamery 
and later became a banker as well. When he died in 
1927, his daughter, Margaret, inherited the home and 
lived there with her husband, Elgin attorney John W. 
McQueen. John established the Elgin law firm Ranstead 
& McQueen in Elgin’s Tower Building. The firm, with 

partners changing over time, still exists in Elgin as Brady 
& Jensen, on Royal Boulevard. Margaret and John’s son 
John M. became a lawyer and joined the firm. John W. 
died in 1954, and John M. and his wife, JoAnne lived in 
the house with his mother until her death in 1962 and 
remained for many more years. John M. died in 1988 
and JoAnne lived there until 1995, owning it until 1998. 
Several owners followed, including Chris Danzi and Ed 
Newton in 2003, who owned 722 when it was on the 
house tour nine years ago.

When Brian Piñon and Christen Harvey moved to 722 
Douglas Avenue in April 2013, they felt at home right 
away. “We knew it was home the moment we saw it,” they 
say, and add they truly enjoy the features an established 
neighborhood offers. 

Christen and Brian moved from a 1902 Victorian on 
Hamilton, on Elgin’s west side. 722 has almost everything 
on their wish list; it’s Victorian-era, yet has a modern 
kitchen, a traditional front porch, a master bedroom 
with bath and lots of closet space. Outside, they love the 
carriage house, Brian says, and the backyard, which he 
describes as a “sanctuary.” There’s nowhere in the house 
they don’t go in a given week either to work or relax, the 
couple says.

Several things have helped their integration into the 
fabric of the neighborhood. “It’s like living in a Norman 
Rockwell painting,” says Brian. Meeting neighbor Betsy 
Couture within a month of moving in (Betsy’s home, 
721 Douglas Avenue, is also on the house tour this 
year) meant a firm friend across the street. Christen 
says having a garage on an alley has helped them meet 
neighbors, adding that having a dog to walk helps as 
well. The couple has already had a Blue Tulip party 
– a recurring gathering anyone in the neighborhood 
may attend. The hosts simply display the North East 
Neighborhood Association’s wooden blue tulip in their 
front yard when the party’s on. 

The couple grew up in Michigan: Brian outside of 
Detroit in Wyandotte, and Christen near Grand Rapids. 
Christen grew up in a farmhouse in the country she says 
her family was “constantly expanding, upgrading and 
repairing.” Brian came from a post-World War II brick 
house and always admired Wyandotte’s turn-of-the-
century homes. Christen and Brian say Elgin’s downtown 
and Victorian-era houses remind them of Michigan’s 
industrial river towns, and both describe Elgin these 
features as “comforting.”

Brian and Christen met when they worked at the 
former 3Com Corp. in Rolling Meadows, and married 
in 2006. While still dating, they bought separate houses 
in the same Elgin neighborhood. Brian now has his 
own company, Piñon Consulting Inc., and is also chief 
operating officer of Bluetech Automation LLC. Christen 
is a product development manager for a financial trading 
software company.

Christen says they both enjoy downtown Elgin, especially 
the riverfront, the Hemmens Cultural Center, Gail 
Borden Public Library and the Centre of Elgin health 
club. They do as much business in Elgin as possible, 
including dining out, going to the hair salon and hiring 
contractors.

The house was “beautifully decorated” when they moved 
in, the couple says. One big project was getting three-
quarters of the windows to open for the first time in 
decades by replacing the sash cord and repairing damage 
as needed. This work included the original nine-over-one 

leaded-glass windows that face the street. They’ve added 
gutters, repaired and repainted the porch, updated 
the electricity, added a fence and some trees, replaced 
a cement-slab patio with brick pavers and updated the 
laundry room. Short-term plans are to finish the carriage 
house painting and upgrading it with historically sensitive 
but modern electricity and flooring. They also plan to 
open up the rest of the windows

Architectural Notes

The term “Victorian architecture” includes several 
different styles popular during the long reign of 
Queen Victoria (1837-1901). In America, these 
include the styles popular during the three of 
four decades near the end of her reign that are 
commonly thought of as “Victorian.” In many 
people’s minds, the Queen Anne style is the one 
most strongly evocative of the period. This house is 
an excellent example of the fully developed Queen 
Anne style. It features the typical asymmetrical 
massing, which means the arrangement of space in 
the building is irregular in shape and size. Other 
features are the multi-textured walls using fish-
scale shingles and horizontal clapboards; steeply 
pitched roofs in complex configurations; a tower 
topped by a conical witch’s cap with a copper finial; 
a cantilevered bay on the north side; a wide variety 
of window styles; and plenty of decorative detailing, 
including an elaborate floral pattern on the gable 
ends. The floral frieze in the porch pediment has 
been restored.
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