
ometimes a house gets exactly
what it needs when it needs it.
That is certainly the case with
259 River Bluff Road.

Constructed in 1915 on what were then
the outermost limits of the city, this was
the new home of jeweler Frederick
Copeland and family. Fittingly for a jew-
eler, the home was constructed in the
fashionable Prairie style. Unfortunately
Mr. Copeland passed away just a few
years after taking up residence, although
his wife continued to live there until
1943. The second owner had the home
until 1958. The third owners, Elgin
dentist Kenneth Bork and his wife,
Florence, owned it for more than forty
years.

When the house went up for sale in
2000, it attracted a lot of attention.
The Prairie-style home sits on a dou-
ble lot in a great location that continues to feel like the
outer edge of the city. About fifty years ago the house
had been updated to the fashions of the day. Carpeting
and heavy curtains were added and the woodwork was
painted.  

All of this remained in 2000. The original kitchen was
outdated, the garage was ailing and a metal storage shed
was ready to go. The house needed a new patron and it
got it. 

Jeff Gill was one the first potential buyers to view the
house, after which he eagerly pressed a deposit check into
the seller’s hand.

Before moving in, the Gills undertook a major renova-
tion. They peeled away the carpeting and refinished the
floors. They contracted out the laborious task of stripping
paint off almost all the woodwork. The kitchen was gut-
ted, remodeled and slightly enlarged.  A new garage was
constructed. Aluminum cladding was removed from the
soffits, revealing a decorative frieze band. New paint and
other decorative touches were added.  Once decked out
with the Gills’ Mission style furnishings, the house
returned to its Prairie splendor.

This is a home that evokes a strong emotional commit-
ment from its owners. Jeff Gill certainly feels it. His
approach is one of stewardship towards the property
rather than simply owning an investment. He has given it
renewed life and vitality by bringing it up to date, yet
completely in synch with its fashionable Prairie origins.

Architectural Notes
American Foursquare homes often share design ele-

ments with Prairie-style houses, making the hybrids some-
times hard to categorize. However, in this case the house
clearly belongs in the Prairie style. While the building
appears to have a square footprint with a full-width porch
and hipped roof — defining characteristics of the
Foursquare — there is more than that.  The footprint is
actually an ‘L.’ Roofs on Prairie-style designs often seem
to be disconnected from the structure below. Here the
illusion is created by the stucco band which wraps the
building at the level of the second-floor windows. The
band interrupts the brick façade below. The main roof,
with the five-foot-wide eaves, seems to float above the
house. Nearly all Prairie-style homes feature brick, stone
or stucco on the exterior with wood used only for trim
and the windows.

The horizontal lines are strongly emphasized, as seen in
the proportions of the brick, the prominent windowsills
and the bands of windows on the porch and in the dining
room. The roof lines are distinctive. The multiple hipped
roofs seem to cascade over one another, starting with the
attic dormer over the main roof. The sun room, in the
rear, is tucked under the main roof ’s eaves. At the first
floor level the front porch and smaller roofs over the bays
add to the multiple layers while creating strongly horizon-
tal elements. Inside, all the trim, hardware, room layouts,
etc. are linear. These factors make it clearly Prairie style.
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Prairie Style

259 River Bluff Road

     


