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B
uilt in 1899, for Louis and Louisa Rinn, this house 
was the culmination of  their years of  hard work as 
saloonkeepers in downtown Elgin. Back then the 
term “saloon” referred to a small place that catered 

primarily to working men. Lunch, served with a beer and a 
friendly smile, was the standard bill of  fare. The Rinns’ new home 
was part of  a building boom taking place on Elgin’s near west 
side. Just up the block, Lousia’s sister and her husband were also 
building their dream home.  

All seemed well until the prohibition movement began to 
dominate local politics. Elgin voters, consisting only of  men at 
that time, had rejected referendums to turn the city “dry” in 1908, 
1910 and 1912. Then, in 1913, women were given the right to 
vote in local elections, thus tipping the balance decidedly in favor 

Homeowners: 
Marcia Borzeka & roy ochoa
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of  prohibition. On the night of  May 
7, 1914, the Rinns’ saloon, along 
with 33 similar establishments in the 
city, hosted large crowds of  revelers 
seeking one last night of  libation. 
The next day the entire township 
went dry. Some saloonkeepers, like 
the Rinns, tried selling soft drinks, 
but it wasn’t the same, and in time 
the business went down the drain. 
The Rinns moved to a modest 
bungalow on Morgan Street, and 
Louis went to work at the watch case 
factory.   

The big house on Vincent Place was 
sold to Carl and Augusta Schuetts, 
who enjoyed its homey confines until 
about 1953. The next set of  owners 
were Kenneth and Marjorie Morse. 
Like many people living on the near west side, they were members 
of  the Church of  the Brethren. In addition, Kenneth was an 
editor at the Brethren Publishing Co., which had an impressive 
three-story brick printing plant on State Street. Following another 
change of  ownership, Cherryle “Chich” Fritz and husband 
James purchased the house in 1997. They wanted to put down 
roots for their growing family and found both the house and 
the neighborhood to be a good place to do that. The home was 
featured on the 2004 Historic Elgin House Tour.

In 2009 Marcia Borzeka purchased the house, in part to have 
room to care for her late mother. Marcia has since retired from 
teaching, with most of  her nearly four-decade-long career spent 
“investing in the future of  fourth-graders.” As if  the little ones 
were not enough to fill her day in the classroom, Marcia also 
taught English as a Second Language (ESL) to adults. It was 
through an ESL class that she first met Roy Ochoa, once her 
student and now her husband. They became acquaintances 
through the class; then some years later, friends, leading to 
becoming a couple in 2004 and getting married in 2011. Roy was 
born in Mexico and migrated to Chicago’s Northwest suburbs 
when he was 21 years old. He is a skilled cement finisher, whose 
handiwork can be seen in this home’s new stamped concrete 
driveway and patio. The couple has made a few other changes to 
the house, tailoring it to their needs. They remodeled the kitchen 
and opened the space up by partially removing a wall. The garage 
was rebuilt in a new location that allowed for a breezeway to be 
added. The basement was spruced up for additional living space. 

Marcia and Roy’s marriage, 
like an increasing number 
of  American households, is 
a blending of  European and 
Mexican ancestries. Both 
partners bring their own 
decorating preferences and 
customs to their home. Marcia 
likes the Victorian style of  
the house, while Roy would 
prefer a ranch-style home. The 
house has a mix of  furnishings 
and decorative objects, both 
inside and out, reflecting their 
heritages. These objects sit in 
comfortable juxtaposition and 
tell the story of  a changing 
America. Marcia likes to recount 
an example from their interesting 

lives that resulted from this cultural blend. She was an only child, 
while Roy is the youngest of  13 siblings. When Marcia’s extended 
family would visit, they would call ahead. Roy’s family might also 
call, but the number of  relatives who ultimately showed up could 
easily exceed expectations by a wide margin, with several staying 
overnight. It may be a different way of  doing things, but it all adds 
up to being home.      
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250 VincEnT PlacE is an 
excellent example of the hipped roof 
with lower cross gables subtype of 
the Queen Anne Style. This home is 
considered one of the 50% of Queen 
Anne-Style homes that are classified 
under its spindlework subtype. This 
subtype has characteristics including 
delicately turned porch columns, 
decorative spindled friezes and lacy 
ornamental elements. 

This was one of the dominant styles 
between 1880 and 1900 — and the 

more elaborate the wall surfaces, the 
better. This included avoiding plain 
flat walls by accenting them with bays, 
towers and large overhangs; or by 
displaying several textured materials, 
such as incorporating a combination 
of patterned shingles and clapboard 
siding. 

Some noteworthy features found 
at 250 Vincent Place includes its 
large, elaborate wraparound porch 
with turned spindles; spindled 
fretwork with curvilinear brackets and 
pierced work panels; and the turned, 

spindled balustrade. The house also 
incorporates cut, patterned shingles 
at its front gable, which is separated 
from the cedar clapboard siding by 
a horizontal trim element. The home 
also has ornate cottage windows 
that includes a large picture window 
topped with a leaded glass transom. 

Architectural Notes
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