
his a house with two lives. The first was as a
Dutch Colonial Revival built in 1903 for
insurance executive Charles Wentzel and fam-
ily. He only lived there a few years before a

string of other owners followed.
In 1941 the home was struck by lightning and a cata-

strophic fire broke out. When the house was rebuilt the
appearance was completely altered. The gambrel roof
with a prominent front gable and flanking dormers
were removed and replaced by the present day two-
story end gable configuration. An attached garage, with
a family room above, and other new spaces were added.
The wall cladding was changed to wide-exposure clap-
boards and the porch was rebuilt in the Neoclassical
style. 

The following year, 1942, the Elgin Real Estate
Board, a trade group of real estate agents and builders,
sponsored a contest to promote remodeling older
homes. This home was the award winner — an auspi-
cious start to a second life. Since then several more
families have enjoyed living here.

Tour goers might remember the current owners, Marc
and Anna Moeller. Their previous house, 737 N.
Spring Street, was featured on the 2005 Historic House
Tour. The Moellers’ sweat equity had restored that
1898 Queen Anne into an eye-catching property.
However, by 2006, with two small children, the
Moellers needed a bigger house. They looked at homes
in St. Charles, Barrington and elsewhere. Anna says,

“We found great homes, but kept
saying this would be perfect if
only it was in our current neigh-
borhood — that is where our best
friends are, and our children’s best
friends. I think our neighborhood
and the people who live here are
truly special, and not something
you can find in most other places.
That kept us here.”

Luck was on the Moellers’ side
when this beautiful house, just
four blocks up the street, came up
for sale. They knew the sellers
wanted to downsize, and so the
transaction became a sale between
friends, with each party purchas-
ing the other’s home.

Architectural Notes
This house is an excellent exam-

ple of upscale residential construction in the 1940s. It
was remodeled just before World War II created a vir-
tual ban on home building. After the war, homes like
this were featured in magazines, on film and eventually
on television as examples of modern suburban housing
with a traditional touch. Postwar styles were moving
away from early American antecedents as expressed in
the revival styles of the early 20th century. While this
house can be categorized as a Colonial, based on the
overall massing of the building, the remodeled home is
only roughly similar to that of the other two Colonials
featured on this year’s tour (1011 N. Spring St. and 937
Brook St.). The new look in Colonials was more eclec-
tic, making use of cleaner lines and less ornamentation.

While larger homes such as this retained formal
spaces with a dining room and parlor, now called a liv-
ing room, they introduced a new concept — the family
room. Also new were picture windows and attached
garages, hallmarks of post-World War II construction.
Inside, the woodwork was simple, smaller in scale than
earlier decades and often painted. Kitchens were sleekly
laid out, with more countertop space and room for
appliances. They often featured metal cabinetry.
Breakfast nooks became popular. The kitchen in this
house was remodeled within the last ten years, but sev-
eral of the above design aspects remain. After the war,
built-in cabinetry was also used in bedrooms and dress-
ing areas to augment closet space. Dens or home offices
became refuges for the man of the house.
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