
37th Annual Historic Elgin House Tour

I
n 1908, housing stock in Elgin was made up primarily of 
several styles of the Victorian era: various forms of Gothic, 
Italianate and Queen Anne. Bungalows and American 
Foursquares started to appear around 1900.

David McKenzie and wife Mary Edna (known as Edna) joined 
the bungalow trend when they had 1028 Spring Street built 
for $2,500, according to the Dec. 9, 1908, Elgin Daily News. 
The newspaper also noted that this home, and another at 821 
Douglas belonging to August Scheele (who had lived earlier at 
802 Douglas, on this year’s house tour) were “unlike any others 
in the city.” The McKenzies’ house was described as a “California” 
bungalow and was part of an “entirely new design” in city 
building.

McKenzie was born in 1879 in Dubuque, Iowa. He grew up there 
and began his newspaper career in the advertising and circulation 
department of the Dubuque Telegraph. He worked in advertising 
in newspapers in Ohio and Chicago in a partnership with William 
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Clark, including handling advertising contracts with newspapers 
nationwide for 30 New York businesses.

McKenzie moved to Elgin, as did Clark, to work for The Elgin 
Daily News and Weekly Advocate in 1898. McKenzie, known 
to Elgin friends and colleagues as “Mac,” was circulation and 
advertising manager. Clark worked in the advertising department. 

Mac married Edna Ellis of Seneca, Ill., in 1901, and they had two 
children: Clark and Dorothy. Son Clark joined the advertising staff 
of The Courier-News as an adult.

In 1920, he resigned and became manager of The Elgin Daily 
Courier. Without benefit of a college education, Mac rose through 
the newspaper ranks, eventually becoming president, general 
manager and editor of The Elgin Courier-News after the papers 
consolidated in 1926. 

Mac died in 1929, and Edna and Dorothy continued to live at 1028 
Spring until 1951. After the McKenzies, a series of families lived 
at the house, including lawyer and eventual judge Alfred Kirkland 
of McQueen, Churchill, Kirkland & Brady, and wife Gwendolyn; 
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physician Robert Finnegan and wife Mary; Kenneth Soderberg, 
a salesman and later an estate planner, and wife Marlene; and 
Joseph Mehr, a psychologist at Elgin Mental Health Center, and 
wife Nancy.

In August 1991, Ken and Judy Bardo purchased 1028 Spring. 
They lived in Elgin’s Blackhawk subdivision in a ranch 
house. They would often drive through the Spring-Douglas 
neighborhood, which they loved, when Judy was picking Ken 
up from the train station after work. Judy says, “I distinctly 
remember driving past it and seeing a ‘For Sale’ sign, and said 
‘Yikes! That house is for sale!’” Their son, Kyle, then age 3, always 
called it the “Yikes!” house. They especially loved the porch and 
the house colors, which they’ve kept blue and white.

Ken is a retired soil scientist for the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and is now self-employed as proprietor of 
Kenny G’s Organic Vegetables, which he sells at the Elgin Farmers 
Market. Judy is employed as a lawyer for Kane County. 

Neither Bardo grew up in an older home. They both came from 
Chicago near Midway Airport, where there were many ’50s and 
’60s bungalows. They describe it as “the land of the same houses.” 

After living at 1028 Spring for 27 years, the Bardos have come to 
enjoy Elgin’s walkability, the trail, the city’s dog-friendliness, and 
old and diverse architecture. They love the Gail Borden Public 
Library.

Inside, the couple is very fond of their home’s windows, staircase 
and overall coziness. They’ve done a lot of painting, inside and 
out; plumbing, bathroom and kitchen updates; and landscaping. 
They plan to finish exterior painting and expand the front garden 
area.

Along with Kyle, the Bardos raised two other children, Anne and 
Meredith, in the house. All college graduates now, they all live in 
the city and still consider 1028 Spring home.
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architectural notes
1028 N. Spring Street is considered a side gabled bungalow 

designed in the Craftsman style. One of the most prominent 

features to the front of the home includes the inset shed 

dormer that creates a wonderful balcony facing the main 

thoroughfare. Craftsman details include exposed rafters, 

low gabled roofs, decorative, geometric panels, as well as its 

segmental arched openings at the porch placed between the 

columns and inset with screens. Other unique features found on 

this home include its multi-paned bay window at the 2nd floor 

and its oval decorative panels.
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