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This home is one of several on the Historic Elgin House Tour 
that has had very few owners. But it’s also one of several whose 
current owners who haven’t lived their homes for very long, but 
were generous enough to open them up. They’re sharing the 
homes’ history as well as their own.

This home was built in 1953 for Herbert Vollman 
and his wife, Helen. Herbert, a lifelong Elginite, 
married Helen, who was born in Flanagan, Illinois, 
in 1932. They lived elsewhere in Elgin and had 78 
Tefft Avenue built for $18,000. The Vollmans had 
this home on the house tour in 1987.

Herbert worked as an inspector with the U.S. 
Postal Service for 36 years. After retiring from the 
postal service, he worked as a vault teller at Elgin 
National Bank.

Helen and Herbert raised two sons in this home, David and Jon. 
Helen also worked in Elgin as a floral designer for 17 years in the 
1960s and 1970s. Both Vollmans were active in their churches 
in Elgin for many years, first Faith United Methodist and later, 
First United Methodist. Herbert sang bass in the church choir for 
67 years. The couple was active in numerous other community 
organizations and were honored by the Elgin Salvation Army in 
1985 for their years of volunteering.

The Vollmans were very patriotic. Herbert served in the Army 
during World War II. They flew an American flag on the property 
from the time they bought it until 2000, when they sold the 
house.

Herbert died in 2004, Helen in 2006. Their name 
lives on here, however. There’s a cast-iron nameplate 
reading “Vollman” on the parkway street lamp that 
remains to this day.

After a couple of intervening owners, Nick and Sheila 
Freeman bought 78 Tefft Avenue in July 2018 and 
moved in two months later. They wanted to downsize 
from their previous home in St. Charles. This house 
“had everything we were looking for,” Sheila says.

The couple, whose children are grown, saw their new 
home as perfect for entertaining family and friends. 
They liked the Cape Cod style and the white picket 
fence, the first-floor flow, the wide center staircase 
and original hardwood pegged floors. Sheila and Nick 
consider this house “brand-new” because their previous 
two homes were built in the 1890s!

Both Freemans are from the Chicago suburbs. Sheila, a 
Montessori teacher in Wheaton, grew up in Lisle and Winnetka. 
Nick, now a practicing fine artist, was raised in Wilmette and 
spent his career in advertising.

Nick’s favorite features of the house include his 
wood-paneled art studio, the multiple fireplaces 
and the “lodge” – their name for the addition on 
the back corner of the house, accessible only 
from the outside. Sheila loves the living room 
with its “beautiful fireplace,” open kitchen-
dining room and the yard with its beautiful 
plantings.

Sheila and Nick haven’t had too many 
renovations to make in the short time they’ve 

lived in the house. They put recessed lighting in the living room, 
where they also covered the backs of the twin bookshelves with 
fabric to brighten up the space. The couple converted the living 
room gas fireplace back to its original woodburning function. They 
restored the vintage street lamp on the front parkway to working 
order and replaced its old painted dome with a milk glass dome. 

Future plans include updating and restoring “as necessary, while 
remaining stewards to the original appearance,” Sheila says.

Nick and Sheila are enjoying Elgin’s amenities in their new life 
here. They love to visit the elk, deer and buffalo in nearby Lords 
Park, the library downtown, and discover shops and restaurants 
downtown.

hoMeowNerS:
Nick & Sheila freeMaN78 Tefft Street

come home to me
your American Dream
crashing shorelines
and New England summertime
reside within

78 Tefft Street, p.t
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arChiTeCTural noTes
78 Tefft Avenue is a cozy-looking, Cape Cod-Style house. It is  

a symmetrical, one-and-a-half story home with a side-gable roof; 

front-gable dormers; and multipane, double-hung windows.  

It features a pedimented, front-central door, with sidelights;  

a sunroom or den is set back on both sides of the home. The  

Cape Cod Style of home appealed to generations of Americans  

for its simple design, charm and affordability. 
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