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The construction boom of 1903 brought many significant 
buildings. An architect at the forefront of the building surge was 
David Elmer Postle. Postle’s architectural practice 
was rapidly growing both in Elgin and Chicago 
when he designed 54-56 North Liberty Street, a 
duplex, with the north unit specifically for himself 
and his wife. Built in the Prairie Style, Elgin’s 
grandest duplex cost $10,000, and Postle spared 
no expense in designing it. When an architect 
designs a home for himself, it is often the purest 
expression of his personal style, and it frequently 
features experimental design elements. 

David E. Postle, born on a rural Ohio farm in 1863, 
taught for two years as a teacher in Ohio. He then 

moved to Illinois, where he attended the University of Illinois and 
received a degree in architecture. David’s older brother, Oliver, 

was already an architect in Chicago. The two 
partnered on numerous projects throughout 
the early 1890s. In 1892, David received his first 
commission in Elgin, 600 East Chicago Street, for 
George Richardson. While designing the home, 
he met Richardson’s daughter, Georgia. The two 
were married in 1893 and lived in that house 
until they built their home at 54-56 North Liberty 
Street. 

Postle became one of Elgin, Chicago and St. 
Paul, Minnesota’s, busiest and most significant 
architects, with offices in downtown Chicago 

and a branch office in downtown St. Paul. Then, in 1921, Postle 
followed the building boom west to California.

After the Postles moved out of 56 North Liberty Street, it was 
occupied from 1921 to 1954 by Hugh West, a local physician. 
From 1955 to 1984, the home was occupied by Robert Estrele, 
a salesman at Simpson Lumber in Des Plaines. The late 1980s 
and early 1990s brought short-term tenants, and both units were 
briefly vacant from 1993 to 1996. In 1998, the home was bought 
by Willam Cogley, the Elgin city attorney. Cogley later sold the 
home to Sean Stegall, the Elgin city manager at the time. When 
Stegall moved, the home went on the market again. It was bought 
in April 2019 by Thomas Busse and Daniel Gonzalez

Daniel grew up in an apartment in the Villalba neighborhood of 
Rome, Italy, while Thomas grew up in a traditional American 
suburban home. The two had rented in Elgin before and loved 
it the city. They often biked around Elgin and on the Fox River 
Trail, visited Gail Borden Public Library, and frequented many of 
the restaurants and shops in downtown Elgin. 

When Daniel and Thomas first toured this house, they instantly 
fell in love with the architecture and the incredible art glass: 
specifically, the skylight over the main stairwell. The home is 
spacious, which gives both of them room for their many hobbies. 
Thomas, who works in the tool and die industry, is interested 
in woodworking, metalworking and working on cars. Daniel, 
who is currently studying acting, also loves to compose music. 
He is excited to use some of the space in the home to set up a 
recording studio. They both enjoy fishing and hiking, and there’s 
plenty of both in the Fox River Valley. 

Owning an old home is a labor of love, and Daniel and Thomas 
are excited to be the next stewards of this grand home for years 
to come. They have already done a lot of work on the adjacent 
unit, restoring floors and painting. There are plans to build a brick 
fence with ornamental ironwork, install gas lanterns around the 
backyard and plant an expansive flower garden. 

come home to me
dear midwestern disciple
you’ll find peace
rockingon my porch
as the grasses rise
under a cloudless blue sky

56 N. Liberty Street, p.t
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arChiTeCTural noTes
Originally built as a duplex, 54-56 North Liberty Street is a two-

story building designed in the Prairie Style. Some characteristics 

of this style include the exaggerated horizontal lines; low-pitched, 

hipped roofs with broad, expansive eaves; solid construction; 

and minimal use of decoration. Other details that are unique to 

this home includes the stucco exterior; the geometric, stained-

glass bay windows; dentils found at the frieze board; a dormer 

with starburst muntin windows; an oval window surround with 

keystones; heavy, ornamental brackets; and curved knee walls. 
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