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John & Eugenia Ranstead
House

4 North Jackson Street
Queen Anne Style

ize the appearance of the house in 1897.
Noted Elgin architect W. \V. Abell was
employed to re-design the building. The
tower was trimmed down, the mansard
roof removed and a third floor, complete
with new roof lines, was added. An
entirely new section was built north of
the main entry- hall bringing the building
to its present-day size. The home was
transformed into the Queen Anne style.
Ranstead is also remembered for a law
office and commercial building he erect-
ed in 1892 which is now home to Al's
Cafe and Creamery.

In 1902, he had Abell design the
house at 16 North Jackson Street for his
daughter, Janet, and her husband,
Charles Lehmann.

Eugenia Ranstead died in 1905. John
remarried in 1913. The new wife, Julia,
was considerably younger than John and
after he passed on in 1915 she remained
in the house until about 1936. The great
mansion was converted into the Hillcrest

ohn W. Ranstead was a man
of prominence, and the 22-room house
he left behind was built on the same
scale. Born in 1843 on a farm near
Udina, Ranstead would be more con-
cerned with cultivating the financial
aspects of agriculture than the soil. He
opened a law practice in 1866. A few
years later he became a probate court
judge. His cases included estates involv-
ing several large farms. This led him into
banking, as well as practicing law after
stepping down from the bench in 1882.

In 1875. Ranstead and his first wife.
Eugenia, built a stately Italianate style
home at 4 North Jackson Street. The
house featured a mansard roof, a promi-
nent four story tower and an impressive
view of the city. The cost was enormous

— $15,000 — more than ten times what
a well appointed, middle class home
could be purchased for.

Not content with his "'fine Italian villa"
Ranstead sought to enlarge and modern-

Convalescent Home in 1946 and
remained as such until 1974 when
increasingly stringent licensing standards
forced it to close.

Once empty the house was preyed
upon by vandals, looters and the home-
less. Stained glass, fixtures, hardware and
cabinetry were pillaged from the build-
ing. Over 100 panes of glass were
smashed out.

Lewis and Suzanne Sampson became
intrigued with the house. In 1976, along
with another couple, they purchased the
building for use as a multi-family
Christian home. To secure it from further
damage they actually camped in the
house while closing the deal. The 22
rooms allowed each family their own pri-
vate quarters on the second floor, plus
shared living, dining and kitchen areas on
the first floor. The arrangement lasted for
a few years before the other couple
moved on. The Sampsons and their two
young children decided to stay. For more
than three decades the Sampsons have
been slowly rehabbing the property, in
addition to the formidable tasks of rais-
ing a family, home schooling and earning
a living. Lewis was a schoolteacher while
Suzanne was a stay-at-home mom and
instructor.

The Sampsons show what even people
of moderate means can do with a combi-
nation of commitment, sweat equity' and
\ision. How many other homes have you
seen \\ith a first floor as grand as theirs?

Architectural Features
Large porches, steeply pitched roofs

and asymmetrical facades using a variety
of wall coverings and trim details are the
key characteristics of Queen Anne style.
In this case, the porches are classically
styled. The first floor walls are brick
while those on the second floor are shin-
gles. An elaborate floral pattern accents
the building. Several gables, along with
dormers and bay windows, break up the
huge expanse of wall space.


