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Elbridge & Mary Fay
House

432 South Street
Queen Anne Style

Ibridge E. Fay \vas one of
Kane County's earliest settlers when he
arrived in 1840 at age 15. After working
as a farm hand, a tanner and a boot
maker, he eventually became a well
known livestock dealer. In 1861, Fay, and
his wife, Mary, moved to Elgin setting up
residence on a large lot on South Street.
The original family home has either been
moved or razed. The current house was
probably built by Fay in the early 1880s.
The lot has been sub-divided and other
homes have been constructed on the
original property.

Fay died in 1913. Some rime after that.
the house was converted into two apart-
ments. It remained as such until about
ten years ago when the previous owner
brought it back to a single family resi-
dence. The current owners purchased the
house in 2002 and have continued the
renovation.

Life for the current owners, James

Zingales and Susan Biederer, is lived in
both the present and the past. James is a
member of the Sons of Union Veterans
of the Civil War, a military history buff.
Civil War re-enactor and a longtime
admirer of old houses. At work, he is a
kitchen and bath re-modeler, dealing
\vith the latest trends in residential
design. Susan works in the bakery at
Elgin's west side Jewel Foods.

Jim and Susan previously lived in
Cobbler's Crossing, one of the subdivi-
sions built in Elgin during the 1990s.
They traded in their condo for this hun-
dred-year-old diamond in the rough and
the older neighborhood. They have no
regrets. Jim's job skills came in handy as
they have replaced all of the plumbing,
ninety percent of the electrical and the
heating and air conditioning systems.
Countless painting and carpentry tasks
have been undertaken, and there are
more to follow7.

Architectural Information
The house is predominantly Queen

Anne in style, but, with the decorative
elements popularized by furniture design-
er Charles Locke Eastlake (1833-1906).
His influence, sometimes referred to as
the Eastlake style, or spindle style, is
found on many Queen Anne structures.
Eastlake is most noted for the elaborate
use of carved wooden posts, balusters,
spindles, brackets, moldings, latticework,
scrollwork and carved panels. These
embellishments are worked into porches,
corners, bay windows and other projec-
tions from the building, as well as being
used on the main facades to give the
home an added perception of depth and
mass. The ornamentation is sometimes
referred to as gingerbread.

The term "Stick style" is often con-
fused with Eastlake. In Stick, the added
ornamentation usually appears to be part
of the structural elements of the build-
ing, such as rafter ends, knee braces,
diagonal bracing and corner posts.
Eastlake elements tend to be lighter in
mass and more playful and decorative
than in the Stick style.

The prominent front porch of this
house provides an excellent stage to show
off gingerbread ornamentation. The first
floor front bay window, set at a 45-degree
angle to the facade, is another distinctive
feature. The bay provides a secondary7

showcase to exhibit trim details. Smaller
surfaces such as the front porch gable,
with its fan design, and the attic vent
windows, provide additional opportuni-
ties to dress up the building. Notice the
east facade under the gable end. A bay
\\indow is created on the first floor by
cutting away the corners, while the sec-
ond floor has square corners cantilevered
above. The west facade has a prominent
bay window projecting out from the sec-
ond floor.


