
245 North Worth Avenue
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s the 1920s unfolded, the
empty lots along North Worth
Avenue began to fill in. The
houses being built were differ-
ent in style than those we are
featuring on Mill Street and

^Highland Avenue. The new
homes were often prairie style, bungalows or
American four squares. The Victorians and
Italinates erected a few decades earlier were
going out of fashion.

24

In 1923, Albert and Cora Leonard built one of
these newer style homes at 245 N. Worth. Mr.
Leonard was in the real estate business and he
very likely built the house on speculation. The
following year it was sold to James and June
Starrett who operated a machine shop and man-
ufacturing company in Chicago. The Starretts
lived in the house until the late 1940s.

After one intervening owner, William Barber and
his wife Charolette purchased the house around
1951. Mr. Barber was a district manager at the



telephone company. He is also
remembered as one of Elgin's
leading citizens of that time. Mr.
Barber served as city council-
man and had an unsuccessful
run for mayor. The Barbers
enjoyed the house until about
1975. A series of owners fol-
lowed them.

Kathryn and Ted Tecza were
planning their wedding in early
2000. They both lived in the
neighborhood and had met
while members of the Church of
the Brethren. Now, they were
looking for a home to be their
marital residence. Kathryn was
intrigued by the house two
doors to the south so when 245
N. Worth went on the market,
her realtor encouraged the cou-
ple to take a look.

Ted was excited by the possibil-
ities. He grew up in the land-
scape business working with
his father at Adam Tecza and
Sons. Ted became the head of
the successor company to that
firm, Tecza Environmental
Group, which specialized in
landscape design, construction
and maintenance. The large lot
at 245 N. Worth was an inviting
palette for his talents, especial-
ly coupled with anticipated
changes to the house and
garage.

The coupled hired an architect
and builder to demolish the old
garage and construct a new
one with a master bed room
suite above it and a connecting
link to the old home which fea-
tures a bath and closet combi-
nation you won't soon forget.

Kathryn brought her own tal-
ents to the project. She grew

up in the furniture and interior
design business working at her
father's store, Small's Furniture
City. Today she is a psycholo-
gist and her practice, The
Center for Personal &
Professional Growth, is based
in St. Charles. In addition to the
usual array of counseling and
therapy services, she special-
izes in working with family
owned businesses. It is a niche
she is uniquely qualified for.

Kathryn and Ted purchased 245
N. Worth in April of 2000.
Construction began immediate-
ly and most of the carpentry
work was completed by
November. The landscaping
was finished the following year.
The results are sensational.

In February of 2004, Ted
passed away very suddenly.
Kathryn is now running his
business plus her own practice.
We are very grateful to the
Tecza family for the opportunity
to view their wonderful home.
We hope that the tour will, in
some small way, be a tribute to
Ted and a token of support to
Kathryn and her daughters.

Architectural Information

The house is built in the Prairie
Style which is sometimes called
the Prairie Box. Characteristic
features of this style are:

- low pitched roof, usually
hipped with wide overhanging
eaves;
- two stories, with one-story

wings or porches;
- eaves, cornices, and fagade
in geometric detailing.

The exterior of the house is

rather simple. Symmetry about
a central vertical axis is an
important characteristic of the
front fagade. The entrance to
the house is centrally located,
with a front door flanked by two
vertical side lights.

There is no porch to the
house, rather a stoop with a
hipped overhanging roof in a
pitch similar to the house, that
is supported on two brackets.

The main windows on the ele-
vation complete the symmetry
by flanking the entrance and
the second floor. Here are pairs
of 6-over-1 double hung win-
dows and very simple trim. The
shutters on the windows are not
original to the house.

A central, smaller window is
located above the entrance to
provide a focal point on the
second floor portion of the ele-
vation. It contains an art glass
window.

To the south of the main house
is a single story sunroom with
windows on three of the four
elevations. This structure has
elements and features similar
to the main house.

A notable element of the prop-
erty is the extensive landscap-
ing which is a more recent
improvement to the property.


