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Stewart Christie House

108 Hamilton Avenue
Queen Anne style

he story of this home incor-
porates a microcosm of Elgin history,
from its initial occupants through its use
as apartments, to current owners Bruce
and Sabine Woerner.

In 1888, barber Fred Schwertfeger bor-
rowed S150 to buy lot 8 in the fourth
block of the Crighton Park Addition on
what became Hamilton Avenue. At year
end, Fred and wife Kittie turned a profit,
selling the land for $200 to bachelor
Stewart Christie.

In 1891, Stewart borrowed S2,800
from Vincent Lovell to buy three nearby-
lots on Larkin and Commonwealth
avenues. He first built a house on
Commonwealth for himself and his new-
bride. That summer, he hired Simon
Kiltz to build a house on the Hamilton
lot, the first home on the block. By the

end of the year, the Elgin Daily Courier
reported that the house was finished and
cost 53,000. slightly more expensive than
the average Elgin dwelling at that time.

The 1892 Elgin City Directory lists sever-
al Christie family members, all of whom
lived here. Previously, they lived in board-
inghouses around Elgin. Stewart Christie, in
his early 20s, was a mechanic. He shared
his house with his parents. Jeanette and
William, a grocery store owner who had
lived in Elgin since 1842. Three of
Stewart's siblings lived at 108 Hamilton as
well. Man; a teacher, worked at
Washington and Union schools, and as a
publishing clerk and at the Elgin National
Watch Factory. Eugene was a mail carrier.
The youngest, Myrtle, was still in school
when the house was built.

By 1905 most of the Christies had relo-

cated, and ownership passed to Mary,
who lived there until 1921.

Louise Hagel bought the house that
year and converted it to apartments.
Other changes included shortening the
wraparound porch and adding a sun-
room.

Elderly neighbors told the current own-
ers that 108 Hamilton was referred to as
the ''bootlegger's house" around that
time. In 1967, Mae Ella Johnson bought
the house for herself and her large fami-
ly. She died in 2001.

That year Kelly and Richard Simmons
bought the house as an investment. They
painted it inside and out and converted it
back to a single-family dwelling.

In May 2002. Bruce and Sabine
Woerner bought the house and moved in
with their triplets. Bruce is an informa-
tion technology manager with Allstate
Insurance; Sabine is a German instructor
at Elgin Community College. They have
continued repairs and restoration to
make their home suitable for the family.
Among the exterior changes are new
landscaping, restoring the garage and
giving the foundation a "facelift"; it now
displays the original black beading.

Architectural Information
One of the most romantic elements of

Victorian-era architecture was the tower.
It always had a prominent place on the
building, but different architectural styles
used the tower in various ways.

Italianate and Second Empire style
homes had the tower, usually square in
shape, thrusting upward from the build-
ing's central mass. Queen Anne, Shingle
and Stick style usually placed the tower
on the building corner. Sometimes it was
a bulge in the facade, and other times
almost a completely separate structure.
The shape was usually round or polygon.

Square towers, such as the one found
here, were the least common variant in
the Queen Anne style. This one features
a pyramidal roof that rises far above the
ridge line of the main portion of the
house, helping make the tower an even
more distinctive design element. While
dramatic from the outside of the house,
towers were often utilitarian spaces on
the inside, holding staircases, landings,
small rooms or alcoves, as is the case
here. However, they make great play-
spaces for children!

i o


